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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1864.

THE NIAGARA MANIFESTO.
.

We invite the attention of our readers to an

.rtiole of the New York jTimes, whioh will be
found in another part ot to day's Intelligcnoer,
responsive to some views we presented on Satur¬
day last for the purpose of showing that we had
not, as we oonoeive, misapprehended either the
terms or the purport of Mr. Lincoln's manifesto
addressed to " whom it may concern."
We argued that the terms of that manifesto ren¬

dered it as fair.nay, as necessary.to infer that the
President makes a stne qva non of " the abandon¬
ment of slavery" as of the " integrity of the whole
Union," and that no doubt can be thrown on his
adherence to one of these stipulations whioh docs
not equallyapply to the other, while weshowed that it
Was only by interpreting the declaration in this sense
that it oould be brought into harmony with the ante¬
cedent pledges by which the President hsd bound
himself to "recognise and maintain/' with all the
power of the army and navy, the freedom of the
slaves whom he " ordered and declared" to be
free in the States and parts of States cmbraoed in
his proclamation of emancipatioa under date of
January 1, 1868.
We are sure that wc do not differ at all from the

New York Times in our views as to the legal quality
and effect of the emancipation edict. We remem¬

ber that that journal expressed its concurrence

with us at the time in the exceptions we took to
the form and nature of that most unfortunate
paper immediately after its promulgation. The
only difference between us relates to the question
that has been raised respecting the meaning of
Mr. Linooln when he wrote the Niagara manifesto.
We are surprised that there should bo any dis¬

pute on this point, for we think, as we have al¬
ready said, that the terms of the manifesto leave
no room for doubt or oavil as to what the President
meant to say. Let us again reproduce his lan-
guage: " Exrcimvr Manhion,

" Washing'en, July 18, 1864.
»« To wkom it map concern :

"Any proposition which embraces ike ret'oration of
ptaee. the integrity of the whole Union, and the abandon
ment of slavery, ai.d which comes by and with an authority
tk»t can control the armies now at war again»t tb«« United
States, will be received and considered by the Executive

* Government of the Unitrd 8tat*s. and icill be met by lihe
ral terms on other substantial and collateral points, a d
the bearer or bearers thereof shall have safe conduct both

ways. Abraham Lincoln "

The meaning of these words lies on the surface,
' but an analysis of the several olauses of the mani¬
festo makes that meaning not only dear but irresis¬
tible. For we not only have in the opening words
of the rescript a statement* of the terms on which

any proposition will be received and considered, and
not only is the equal indispcnsability of both the spe¬
cified terms left to be inferred from the collocation
in whioh they are plaoed, but the possibility of

any abatement from either of them is exoluded by
the President's contemporaneous proffer of " libe¬
ral terms on other substantia^ and oollatk-

BAL points." The "other substantial and colla¬
teral points" embraoe every thing as to which the
President is willing to be " liberal," and he ex¬

cludes from this classification "the integrity of the
whole Union, and (he abandenm-nt of flaiery".
the latter as distinctly and as unequivocally as

the former. If it is within the power of English
.peecb more clearly to express the meaning which
We apprehend in the manifesto, or to exclude the
seme in which the Times interprets it, we must

oonfess out selves unable to appreciate the force of

language. In order to ascertain whether the
President makes a tine qua non of both the terms

which he specifies, wc have not only the presump¬
tion which results from their equal expression, but,
in addition to this, we have their joint exc union
from the oategory of subjects open to discus¬
sion, an exclusion made positive and express
by the statement that" liberal terms" will be of¬
fered on " other substantial »nd collateral points."
Whatever, therefore, may be tr.e sense in which the
President or his friends now please to construe and
interpret these words, there oan, wo submit, be no

oavil as to the sense they bear on their face, or

Whioh they yield to a critical scrutiny.
The Times greatly mistakes the spirit wc have

brought to this inquiry when it supposes that wc

seek to harass the President by "hedging him
about with fresh embarrassments and complica¬
tions" resulting from tho pledges and commit¬
ments found in his proclamations on the subject of
slavery. Would that thoso " embarrassments and
complications" had no other existence than in our

"parade" of the President's declarations ! But,
alas! they neoessa>ily result from the naturo of
the impossible engagements ho has personally as¬

sumed in tho face of the oountry and of the civilis¬
ed world. We do not orcate them when wo recite
them, and the Times does not destroy them when
it argues against their existence. It is the Presi¬
dent who breathed into them the breath of life,
and, as it was his word that made them, so, while
he remains in his present position, it is only his

word that oan enfaake them, and his word stands

pledged against any use of his power in this latter

direction.
While we see much to admire in tho eandor and

digamy with which the limes has oonduoted this

discussion, as indeed beoomes tho gravity of the
theme, we oannot peroeive the justioe of its im¬
plied animadversion on our argument in this mat¬
ter when it says that our earnestness "savou
much more of the warmth of a partisan who appre¬
hends evil to his party oause or candidate from the
patriotio oonduot of its opponent than of one zeal¬
ous for the nafety of the nation and eager to have it
secured by a wise and patriotio policy on the part
of its rulers." Is the editor of the Times quite sure

that no zeal for " his party oause or candidate" has
blinded his own mind to a perception of the real and
the intended meaning of the President's language in
the Niugara manifesto? Is the "earnestness" which
he betrays on this subjeot inspired by no sense of
the neoessity under which he conceives himself laid
toextrioate the President, if possible, from a politi¬
cal dilemma on one or the other of whose horns he
is in imminent danger of being gored to death ?
And is the Times quite sure that if it could suo-

oeed in lifting him from one horn it would not in
the act of doing so impale him on the other ? It
is no spirit of partisanship which leads us to set in
a clear light the infelioity of the President's posi¬
tion, nor do we seek to estop him from " patriotic
action" in tho path marked out for him by the
Times. Let the President only repudiate for him¬
self as clearly as the Times repudiates for him u the
pledges and commitments" which we suppose our¬
selves to discern as well in his proclamations as in
his recent manifesto, which is the mere culmina¬
tion of those proclamations, and we shall not be
slow to mark our appreciation of his "patriotio
aotion," even though such a recantation, if oom-

ing in time to save his candidacy from the defeat
with which it is menaced, might come too late to
save the country from the ruin rendered well nigh
inevitable by long persistence in a fatal policy.

IMPOllTANT NEWS FEOM MOBILE.

FORT MORGAN CAPTURED.

Gen. Grant has forwarded to the War Depart¬
ment the following rebel acoount of tho surrender
of Fort Morgan, in Mobile bay It is oopied from
the Richmond Enquirer of the 30th instant:

Mobile, August 26, 1864.
The flag of truce boat returned last evening. The Yan¬

kee# say that Fort Moigan capitulated last Tuesd*y at two
o'clock. On Monday afternoon tht y concentrated their
fire on the fort, which replied spiritedly. On Tu»sda> the
bombardment wag renewed. Ia the meanwhile tbe enemy
succeeded in getting their howitzers into position and a
line of skirmishers on tbe glaeis of tbe fort, and opened a

heavy fire on our guns aud gunners, and with the assistance
of the mortar fleet tbey succeeded in damaging several gun
carriages. The fort did not fire on Tueadsy.
Gen Page destroyed every thing in the fort and apiked

bis guns. He and a garrison numbering five hundred and
eighty-one men were sent to New Orleans.

Seventeen men were killed. Tbe number of wonoded
h unknown. None of the non-combatants were allowed
to visit the city.
The enemy have thrown a force of 4,000 men on the

mainland at Qrant'a Pass.
o

THE CAPTURE OF FORT MORGAN.

The steamer Yaioo, arrived at New York from
New Orleans, brings accounts thenoo to the 24th
of August.
The most interesting item of her news is an offi¬

cial announccmont by Gen. Canby of the surrender
of Fort Morgan. The story is briefly told as

follows:
Nrw Orleans, August 24, 1864.

Fort Morgan surrendered unconditionally yesterday, at
two o'clock P. M , 831 instant.
By tbe surrender of Fort Morgan we Jbave about six

hundred prisoners and sixty pieces of artillery, and a Urge
quantity of mttterinl.

In the twelve hours preceding the surrender about throe
thousand shells were thrown into tbe fort The citadel and
barracks are entirely destr< yed, and the works generally
much injured. Many of tbe guna were spiked, tbe cai*

riages burned, and much of the ammunition destroyed by
(bo rebels. Tbe losses ia the army were one man killtd
and tevr.n wounded ! Ed R 8. Canby, M'jor Gen.

ARE THEY EXEMPT FltOM DKAFTT

Tbe Republican of last eveuii g aays : " Provost Marshal
Geri. Fky has decided that men who paid commutation
under the draltof June, lF64,are liable to the draft which
takes place in September next to fill liabilities of the aub-
distriots under tbe call made up to the present time,
and the district provost marshals are ordered to plaoe in

tho wheel for the draft the names of nuoh parties."
We have seen this statement in St veral other newspapers,

but have not yet ascertained that any official order on the
subject has been promulgated. It will be remembered that
it has been heretofore belJ tbat drafted persons wbo paid
the commutation of three hundred dollars, as provided for
u ider tbe late law, were exempt Irom draft for three years,
tbat being tbe term for which the draft was made, and tor
whioh tbey paid for a substitute in the army. The Pre»i
dent himself so decided last November. We observe tbat
a resolution has been introduced into the Pennsylvania
Legislature instructing Gov. Curtin " to mak ' immediate
' inquiry as to the authenticity of the alleged order or
a decision, and, in oase it be found to be really made and
' ordered, tbat in such oase tbe Governor be and he is here-
' by instructed to urg>j upon tbe proper authorities at
' Washington the manifest injustice of such order or de-
' cision, and to use his official influenoe, in the name of the
' people of Pennsylvania, to have the same rescinded and
4 reversed."

MR BEMIS'S PAMPHLET.
We have received and read with much interests pamph¬

let from tbe pen of George Bkmia, *sq , of Boston, » n

.'Precedents of American Neutrality," being a reply to

tbs speech of Sir RoimnELL Pai.mrr, the Attorney Gen¬
eral of England, del.vered in the British Hou-e of Com¬
mons on the 13 h of May in this year. Mr. Bemis hss
drawn from the records of our Parliamentary and Dip'o
matic history an array of '. precedents " which places Iq
an honorable light the good faith whieh oar Government
has, we belieye uniformly brought under all Adminiatia
tions to the discharge of its neutral obligations.

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS.
Secretary Fessenden has issued orders that parties hold-

ing seven-thirty notes, due Ootorer 1st, may present them
in any amount at once, and have them funded, with inte<«
est to maturity in six per cent, bonds, due after 1841.
There is about sixty-four million dollars of this loan yet
outstanding. The iotimation that aoine arrangement is
making for funding certificates of indebtedness falling doe
before March next in the tea-forty loan at par is denied
by (ho Treasury Department.

A NEW REPUBLICAN CONTENTION PROPOSED.

It will not be forgotten by any of our readers
that that large portion <jf the Republican party
which protested against the early date of the Con¬
vention opened at Baltimore on the 7th of June
last did not neglect at the time to warn the friends
of President Lincoln that no decree of that Con¬
vection would be held of binding and oonolusive
foroe unless its propriety and expediency should
bo ood firmed by the subsequent course of events.
To this effect the New York Indepeident wrote as

follows in forecasting the renomination of Mr
Lincoln by this body :
" As to its candidate, we have nothing to say.Dot

a word for or against Mr Liaooln.not a word lor or
agaiust any other mm whose Dame may there arise;
fur the good and sufficient teuton tfvit a nomination tn
June, no matter uho may be the nominee will not be the
Anal and unalterable nomination la fact, it is by do
aieaos impossible, we do oot say probable, that the aotioo
of the Baltimore Convention will be entirely set aside, or
will depend for ita validity upou its ratification by a future
Convention. We, therefore, altogether diamiaa the ques-
tion of the candidacy.useleaa to be dow considered, as it
cannot be now »e tied."
We need not say that the "subsequent course

of events" has fully justified the prudence of those
who inculcated the duly of caution in attaching
confidence to any whose official merits and capa¬
bilities were undergoing tests which might alter
tbe estimates alike of political friends and adversa¬
ries. And the call for a new Convention, whioh was

early portended by the Independent, now finds
open advocates in leading Republican journals.
We cite two exponents of this sentiment from the
Ohio presj :

From the Cincinnati Gazette of August 27.
Compared with the great interests at stake, men are

of do consequence, except so far aa regards their qualifi¬
cations for positions to be filled, and the man who posses¬
ses these qualifications, and at tbe same time can best
unite the people, is tbe person called for in this crisis. On
the part of Uoion people mere are do attachments to men
equal to their attachments to tbe cause, aud for this the
masses are prepared to labor, regardless of personal c<>n-
sideratioos. That man and that policy which shall promise
most for tbe true interests of the country are to be sought
for and sustained, regardleaa of minor conaidera ions.
These we believe to be the sentiments of tbe people, and
we are fuliy satisfied tbat the masses will enthusiastically
approve whatever may hooorably and in good faith be
doue, looking to the defeat of the peace party in the ap¬
proaching election, even to the holding of a Dew Conven¬
tion and the nomination of a new candidate.

from the Cincinnati Timet of August 27.
Even the strongeat friends of Mf. Lincoln must acknow¬

ledge that his popularity, based upon his fitne-a for the
Presidential chair, has been on tbe wane since the hour
wben the Baltimore Coi.venli.in closed its labors. Grow¬
ing opposition has brought another caud date into the fir-Id,
to whom of cour e there will be awarded a certain vote in
tbe com ng elect.on. 1 he object of all the loyal p«< pi.-of
the country dow should be to coosolidate all thr-ir forces to
sustaiu the Government and bring it aafely through tbe
darkrst hour which has assailed it since it b cam" free
and indepeud <nt. Under the guidance) gf Mr Lincoln as
Chief Executive we are satisfied tbat this will be a mat
ter of the greatest difficulty. We have clung to him
duricg a four years' Acministration because we have re
cognised bim as the exponent of priurple, but we feel
that now to some extent, he has lost the coofideDdfc of the
people, though t e principle which nominated and re no¬
minated him will live forev«ru<>der <>«r Constitution. We
learn, th n, with great gratification, and endorse the move¬
ment, tba; measures are being taken which perhaps will
retUlt in (he withdrawal of all oandidatr-a now before the
people, and the selection of a man of administrative ability
sufficient for tbe present emergency, aud who can guide
th»shipof 8;a:ethrouga the stormy sea of political afftirs,
arid wbore antecedents will restore that confidence in tbe
Aduiiuistration which, we regret to say, ia fait waning
away It is now perfectly cl> ar tbat neither Lmco o nor
Fremont can unite the suffrages of tbe friends of the
Uuion. We do not say why, nor do we lay blam - to either
candidate. All we ktow is tbat the public sentiment ia
too fearfully divided io incur any risk ia tbe coming elec¬
tion, wben tbe entire welfare and tbe holiest iD'erests of
tbe country are at stake. The cause ia too great to
hftxtrd on mere pn ferences for men. Gen Fremont has,
we learn, signified his willingness to retire in view of a

nomii at ion in layor of such a candidate as can re-onite the
vote of the cuntry ; and we doubt not that Lincoln's pa¬
triotism ici ul't induct him to a oft the same course Move
nn nts are now in contemplation am- Dg some of the lead¬
ing men of uo<ioubted integrity in the Last and West, and
could be made with promise ot undoub ed success. We
fivor tbe measure in its present position, and will, when
matured, give it our hearty support.

ADMIRAL FARKAGUT.

The public will wait with curiosity and interest
for the arrival of the offioial despatches which shall
give a more particular and authoritative account
of the operations whioh have resulted in the forced
surrender of Fort Morgan within th: last few days.
It would seem that the presence of Admiral Far-
ragut is the presage of victory, and if there be
truth in the old adage that " fortune favors the
biave," who hotter than he would have a right to
count on the smiles of that capricious deity f But
this adage is true only ae bravery allied to skill
binds the favor of fortune in the chain that con¬

nects the eff.ct with its cause. Of Admiral Far-
ragut it may be said as of the tenaoious Roman,
quod vult, vulde tult; and in this trait of hisoha-
raotcr may be found in no small measure the se¬

cret of his brilliant successes. He has always
risen to the height of tho task he was oalled to

perform, and, in deserving well of the servioe he
adorns, he has deserved well of the country whioh he
so efficiently and faithfully serves. It is no dero¬
gation from his unsurpassed achievements that
other naval officer?, in other fields of duty, have
equally filled up the measure of their opportuni¬
ties, and thus, if not with equal distinction, yet
with equal justice, have established the measure of
their claim on the grateful recollection of their fel-
low-oitizcDS.
The people of Peonsylvania and Maryland have been

made tbe objects of much unseemly eritioism and deriaion
ia Massachusetts, and in some other quarters, because
their " loeal militia" did not promptly rise and expel the
iovading force of Gen. Early io hia recent irruptions.
How bravely and efficiently the militia of Massachusetts
would have been likely to act under similar circumstances
rniy be read in the following preface ot a proclamation by
Gov. Andrew, under date of Auguat 20 :

" The volunteer militia of Massachusetts, as it existed
previous to the beginning of the present war, having bten
tlmoit entirely broken up, by the enlistment of its members,
individually nnd af companies and regiments tn tHe service
of the United States, in response to the different calls oj the.
/'resident for troops f»r three months, nine months, one
hundied days, one year, and three isurs; and tho laics
establishing this volunteer militia being no fang-r in con¬

formity wi<h tbe system of organization presented by the
lavst of the United States, and it hav.ng been lound impos¬
sible to reoruit this militia under the laws aa they stood.
and tbe safety and honor ot the Commonwealth impera¬
tively den.amimg a well organised militia for the common
defence, the L gislature of Massachusetts at it* last ses¬
sion passed an act entitled an sot concerning the militis,
which was approved on tbe 14lh day of stay last, aud
which is the 2&4th Chapter of tbe Act* of 1864, estabnsh
ing a new system in strict conformity to tbe Constitution
and laws of the United Htates, and the Constitution of tbe
Commonwealth, and by whioh all previous acts oonoermng
the mihtia were repealed."

OUR INDIAN SYSTEM.

We have repeatedly oalled the attention of our
readers to the organio defects and practical abuses
of the present Indian polioy of the Government.
We are glad to know that this subjeot was, some
months ago, brought to thfl fresh notioe of one
branch of the Administration in an elaborate re¬

port, under date of February 6th, in the present
year, made to the Secretary of War by Major Gen.
Pupe, commanding the Department of the North¬
west. The deteriorating influences brought to bear
on the savage under the oontrol of the Indian Bu¬
reau in this city are so notorious and so great that
Gen. Pops does not hesitate to ask that the mili¬
tary be lift to deal with these Indians without the
interposition of Indian agents. He makes this re¬

quest because he believes that any permanent peace
with th<5 Indians depends upon it, and beoause he
is convinced that the condition of the Indian in his
wild state is far better than his status under the
present Indian policy.
The results of our Indian polioy are thus reoa-

pitultfted by the General:
" There do oot and have not lacked occasions when the

Indian, (loaded by swindling and wrong and maddened bydriuk, bat broken out a amst tbe whiles indixorimiaately,and committed those horrible outrages at wbich the ooun
try has stood aghast. I thiuk it will be found utmost with
out excepton that Indian wars of late years bav-* broken
out with the second clans of anuuity Indians, and can be
directly traced to the conduct of tbe white men who have
swindled them out of their money and their goods.
"By our system <>f reservations also we bave graduallytransplanted the Indian tribes to the west,and bave locat¬

ed ihem from DOith to south along our westeru frontier,
building up by these means a constantly increasing barrier
to travel and emigration westward. Through this bar¬
rier all emigrants to the new Territories and to the Pacific
States are compelled to force their way, aud difficulties
leb'Jiog to robb ry and violence, aud oftentimes to exten¬
sive Bja*»acrr8, both of white* aud Indians, are of not uri-
frequeut occurrence.
"if the whites be worsted in these difficulties, troops

are immediately demanded, and thus begins an Indian war,
wbicb the greed of contractors and speculators intereMted
in its ooutmuanoe, playing upon the natural apprehensions
of tke pe. ple, and influencing the press, makes it verydifficult to eonduct successfully or bring to an end.
"Both in au economic and bumane view, tbe present Indian

policy has b en a woeful failure. Instead of preventing,it has' been, beyond doubt, the source of all tbe Indian
wars which have occurred iu lato years. So long as onr
present policy pr»T.-ils tbe money aud the goods furnished
to the Iucians will b*» a constant and snfficieut temptation
to uns;rupul us white men. and so long must we expect
outrages and Indian outbieaks on tbe Irontier. It is not
to be denied that the expenae of this system to the United
States ban greatly exceeded whas would have been ceces-
nary to keep troops enuugh on the frontier to ensure peacewith the Indians.

.' It is «q.jally certain that the condition of the Indian,
*o far from being improved, has beeu greatly irjured. He
has lost all tbe high qualities of his native state,.mid ba*
mmply been reduced to the condition of an i> le, drunken,
gambtisjr vagabond. The mortality among these anuuityludinnt living on reservations baa far exceeded that among
tbe wild tribes, ai d bids fair to extinguish tbe whole race
in a wonderlully ?hort period. 1 think it will not be dis¬
puted, by tbose familiar with the subject, that our Indian
policy Las totally failed of ai y human zing effect over th"
Indian; has worked him a cruel wroi g. and has entailed
a very gr» at and useless expense upon the Government.
I have pass* d ten years of my life in servioe on tbe frou-
tiHr, ai d tbe facta b« ivm siareJ are the result of ob«erva-
tiou and "ip^ri' nee, and are fain'har to.every officer of
tbe army who has served in tbe West.

" However wise may have been tbe theory of our In¬
dian sy«tem,'it can readily be subatantiated that, in its
piact cal operation, it has worked 11 justice aud wr<<ug to
ibe Indian ; has made bis pre»«.nt state wotse, morally aud
physical y, than it was in his native wilderness, and ban
entailed heavy aud u<ele«s expense upon the Government.
Some change, therefore, seems to be demanded by weil
established facts resulting from au experieuoe of many
years."

These views of the General are fully confirmed
by the representations of other witnesses who
have knowledge of the facts in the case. The phi¬
lanthropic Bishop Whippli, of Minnesota, who
has done so much to arouse the conscience of the
oountry to a sense of the fearful wrongs done to
the Indian by Government agents under the pre¬
vailing policy, recitcs the following story, which
shows how those Indians who have already taken
to agriculture, and to a steady life, are paralyzed
the moment* Government agent approaches them
with a treaty :

" Durng tbe la*t summer I visited the Indians at Red
L-ke. Alter the aervices tbe head chief cam* to me and
said : ' You have spoken good words to us ; you are tbe
seivnnt of the Great Spirit. 1 want you to g<> aod see my
p ople's gardens, aud tten I will auk your advee ' 1 t.ok
tbe cbiei's pony and md* four mi'es through corutielis,
every arte of which was cul ivated with the h"e. I ate
new coin a^d new potatoes from these gaidenstbe first
week in August. My interpreter counted twenty-nine
sack* of l»st year's corn in one lodge, aLd we baidly foutd
a lodge without p'enty of old corn. On my return tbe
chief aaid: ' You bave seen my people; they have plenty;
tbey are not hungry ; our Great Father la about t« send a

oommisaior er here to buy our land. / hare no-iced that
iehenertr Indium nil iktir landt to the Ortat Father they
nltoiyt prrt»h. 1 should be sorry to bave my people be
Of ine like the Indiana at Crow Wing. Will tbe Bishop
tell me a 1 he has in bis head T' "

Another chief said to the Bishop, " Woe to us,
for tht day we hear the big-knives' words we go to
our graves

"

And the prevailnt system is as unjast to the
oountry as it is unjust to the Indians. On this
point the New York Evening Post of Friday last
forcibly remaiks as follows :
" The people ol the United States furnish the Indiana
hthe weapons wberewitb they murder and maim such

ol them as they can get at. Wben tbe warriors of s tribe
determiue ou war, and cover tbeir faces with the hideous
war-paiut, the pigments they use have oome t > them di¬
rectly Irom the Indian Bureau, as part of the annual dona¬
tion ol ' goods.' W ben they ai m tbeuiaelvea with muskets
tbey are tbe g'fts of the United States Government, wbicb
furnishes also tbe powder aud lead to losd tbem with. The
whi'key with wbich tbe warriors make themselves furious
is purchased with money given by tbe United Stftes, from
traders authorised by tbe Government to deal with Ibe
Indiana. When the tomahawk is uuburied.it is a t> ma-
hawk sent to tbeir tribe by their 'Great Father;' and to
those in Minueaota who had relativea not merely killed, but
scalped, durmg the laat Indian war, it must have been a
peculiar aalisiaction to know that tbe scalping knives
us*d by the savages were alao furnished by the Indian
Bureau, lu tbe advertisement tor Indian supplies laat (all
was one requiring bids for 'one hundred doien scalpingknives.' Beading this advrrtisement, we wonder whether
there is any special and favored model ol this instrument
which tbe ? uperinteudent r< quires the manufacturer to
follow. If so. ifWould be luteresting to know wbo fur
niched this fuodel; aod whether recant experieuoe ol its
use has cauaed any improvement in tbe sralp-r- moving
blade? Haa Rolling Thunder, or Peep of-Day, or Pop-
em over Quick, or Hole iu-lhe-Water. or any other obier*
n patent right in an improved double-back-action spring
roa'ping knife? Does tne chief of the Indian Bureau
hang a model of the laat improved knilf over bis deak for
lb* instruction of contractors ' It '. not a luirtb-mvokiog
aubject; any one wbo examines it somewhat oloaely will
fiud it not only sad, but extremely unolean,"

We learn from Loboy Sound, Georgia, that an expedi¬
tion trotn the aloop ol-war Saratoga recently went lorty
mile* inward, where tbey captured forty owalrvtnen, to¬
gether with tbeir horses, aims, and camp equipmtuts, aud
burnt a splendid bridge on the Gulf railroad. Tbe expe¬
dition returned, alter ao absenoe of four days, with all

| their prisoners, aud without losing a man.

ARMY OF TH6 POTOMAC j
FOURTH BATTLE FOR THE WELDON ROAD.

THE ENEMY AGAIN REPULSED.

We learn by official reports received on Saturday at the
War Department tbat on Thnrfday iaat, the 25th mutant,
General Hanorck, who wus *outh of Reams'* Station, »n
the Weldon railroad, was attacked aeveral timea during
the day, and that the euemy was repu'*ed at every assault.
At half-past five o'clock P. M. a combined attack was made
on his centre and left, which, after a desperate and ¦*n-

guiuary battle, resulted in the euemy withdrawing from
the field, leaving behind them their dead and wou1 ded.
Tbe details are given iu the subjoined brief official reports
of Gen Grant, Gen. Mr ade, and Gen. Hancook.
Reams'* Station, where tbe battle took place, is teo

milea south of Petersburg aud thirty two miles aouth of
Richmond The road was first taken possession by our
forces on the 18th instant, after a slight oorifiiot. The en¬

emy attempted to recover it on the 19th, and again on the
21st aud 25th. In every case be has been repulsed, aud iu
the two Iaat assaults suffered very heavy losses.

Second Armt Corps, August 26.
For Otneral Humphreyi.
The attack abuut 5 30 was probably intended to be

simultaneous, by Wilcox on my oentr® and Heth ou my
left.
The enemy formed ia tbe woods, placed their artillery

in position, opened a heavy cannonade, lasting al}"Ut
fifteen minutes, and then assaulted Miles's force. He
resisted tenaciously, but the enemy broke his line. Some
of Gibbon's troops were lurried over to repair the damnge,
and the enemy only gained a slight foothold.
Tbey soon attempted my extreme left, aud drove Gib¬

bon'* division from tbe line. His men had beeu much
wearied in rush ng over to Gen. Miles and baok during the
repeated assiiults. Gen. Gibbon succeeded in forming a

strong line, and the en»my, who were pressing on with
great enthusiasm, were severely checked by the dismounted
cavalry under Gen. Gregg, which be handled handsomely.

Miles regaiued most of his eutrenchments, distinguishing
himself. All be bad to work with were such small parties
as could be rallied and formed by his staff officer*.
Tbe fighting was continuous until dark, the enemy being

held in check by artillery, dismounted cavalry, aud skir¬
mishers. At dark we withdrew for the reasons stated.
The chief of artillery reports that he lost about two

hundred aud fifty horse*.
Tbe euemy made no advance up to a late hour last Dight,

holding, as far as cou'd be seen, some of our captured
gun* with tbeir skirmish line. They must have suffered
heavily.
My own loss, includiog cavalry, will perhap* not exceed

twelve or fifteen hundred, thougii thi* is a surmise, as the
command is not jet organixed. Capt. Brownsori, of my
staff, was mortally wounded, dying during the night. Col.
Wnlker, A. A G., is missiug.
Thi* i* acknowledged to Lave been one #f the nr st d--

termined aud desperate fights of the war, restmblmg
Spottsylv&nia in its character, though the number en¬

gaged gives less importance to it. A few more good
troops would have gtveu a victory of considerable impor*
tauoe.

I forward this afternoon prisoners from^the field from
Wilcox's and Heth's divisious.

Mt-j ir Angel, of ay staff, saw and conversed with two
prisoners of Mahouts division la«t night. I do not find
tht-m tbis morning. They said Mihone's division, with tbe
exception of oue brigade, was tbere.

W. 8. Hancock, Major General.
U. S. Grant, Lieutenaiit General.

Second CokPs, August 26.12 30 P. M.
A safeguard that wa* left on tbe battle field remained

there until after daylight th e morning. At that time the
enemy had all disappeared, leaving their dead on the fir Id
uuburied. This shows bow severely they were punUhed,
and, doubtlec* bearing of the arrival of reinforcement*,
they feared tbe result* to-day if they remained.

G. G. Meade, Major General.
Second Akmy Corps, August 26.1 P. M.

To LietU Oen. Grant: Sire.* lending my la*t despatch,
I have conversed with the tafegunrd referred to. He did
not l^ave th . field until after sunrise. At tbat time nearly
all th** enemy bad left, moving towards Petersburg. He
say* tbey abandoned not only tbeir detd, but wound* d also
He conversed with an officer who a-iid their losses were
greater than ever before during the war. The aafcgutrd
say* he was over tbe fi-ld, and itwu* covered with the en¬

emy's dead and wounded. He has seen a great many bst-
tle-fi' Id*, but never *uch a*igbt. Neaily all of the euemy'*
and all our w< uoded were brm ghtoff, but our detd were
uubured I have instructed Geu Gregg to make an effort
to send a party to the field and bury our desd.

G. G. Meade, Major General.
Oar forces still hold the Weldon road. In a despatch

dated 3 P. M. ou Friday Gen. Grant *ny* that the ene-
my'* loss of this road seems to be a blow he cannot stand.
I think I do not overstate tbe loss of the enemy in the last
two weeks at Wn thousand killed and wounded. We have
lost heavily, but ours hivo been mostly in captured, when
the army gained temporary advmlage*. Tbe number of
rebel prisoners taken on our side has nut yet been reported,

o

THE BATTLE OF THURSDAY..

Correspondence of th« Philadelphia Inquirer.
Headquarters Ahmv or Potomac, August 26.
The action at Resms's Station, in woich, on our side, the

first and second divisions, Second Corp*, were engaged
yesterday, is an event of which 1 hardly know bow to
speak. Many look upon it as a disaster, aud there are
some reasons for regarding it in that light, if we were to
consider it without regard to tbe other side of tbe pictuie,
tbe punishment infiioted on tbe euemy. But when we re¬
collect that iu three successive charges tbe enemy wa* re-

pulaed with great slaughter, and tbat their losses in killed
anl wounded greatly outnumbered ours, it i* evident tbat
our occasion for regret is on aocount of the adverse motal
?.ffectof a reverse more than tbe losses actually entailed
thereby. Even tfce guus tbey captured weie dearly paidfor in killed and wounded, aud we can far better afford to
lo#e guns tb»n ibey c m aff >rd to lose men.
Ibe Second Corp* had but ju«t returned from the ex¬

treme right on the Jame* river when, on Mouday morning,the first and second divisions of it were start, d off on n
long, wet. and muddy march to the extreme loft, .n ih.-Weldon railroad. From that time «<> u* yeiterday theyhad been hard at work tearing up the reiiroad, burningthe ties, twisting the ra.ls, levelling embankment* de¬coying bridges and culvert*, and a* thoroughly sa powibledemolished every thing that could be of auy service to theenemy iu facilitating toe repair of the road, iu case ituhi'U 'i again fall i.ito their bands
On Hiursday morning G n Gibbon'* division was t<»have moved southward f/ou» Keauta'a station td coutinuetbe destruction of the road still further towards »tor,.Jlfeea, but Col Speftr'e brigade o! Kant*'* caval y, whichwa* picketing iu tDa, direcuou, being atUoked by the eue¬my, and thi* circumstance intimating the probability that.ur opeiation* on tbe railroad m gtit meet wiih interrup¬tion/ the order to move out was countermanded.f-uh*equently tbe opinion that tbe only to;ce the enemy!ia1 there wn* cavalry appears to have ben formed, nu lGen. Gibbon w»« again ordered to move down tbe road,which he oommenoel to do at about halt pa t nine A M
Martiug along a r. ad ruuuiog to tbe left or ea-t of herailroad, tbey turned to tie right aud orusard tbe Uttrrabout half a mile below Kesiim's, aud bad ni t prooeodedhail a mile further before the oavalry wa* checked by

meeting a line oi r^bel akirmisber*.
Advancing a skirtnub liue parallel w th tbat on the rightof the railroad, ita left flank resting near tbe same, Col.

timyth pushed back tbe enemy'* skirmishers until, on ar¬
ming in tight of a narrow swampy range extending iron
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Kmerging from the wood* they ad vane d iu two tin*. .?
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G,<n. MiUs &nd other officers of his division, with ereat
cooine»s and ir.tr, p.d.ty, set io work to rally the m'n 2
we re poormg down frcm the left and hurry ing to thl'rear
and in a short time succeeded iu lormiriK a line, *,tb ihe'
folmeniur* Jt'thl Ur bre«twork'. the .Uhtof our
oi rner liur, at the point up to wn.ch that 1km h*d b^a
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By this time it wa. dark, and the fiKbti. g enrfed Mr
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Abi ut eight P. M we coiumeuo«-d etirioc which v

compashed wnh ut m .leatatiou Nothing wasT ^I I*0'
lo.iu« our position, loi a shot being fi ed by the «
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We sacrifice nothing io abandoning tile. . .ai
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s at.oo, except perhaps the destruc ion o, a
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f the railroad, and when our detached siiua i ..
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..rcetbe enemy brought sgaimt us are co- ,a a,\d.lb®
by n.. tueans surpiising that we should Uve btlTn r
t me overpowered The number of man n. « a
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esiimat'-d from fifteen to ^ventila thVu^i^ "

pr.sirig jlleth's and Wilcox's d.vi. oua of
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Field's division, with two other brigades^ f
formerly l^ongstreet's corps.

I«M®* t,f ALdersou .,
There c«n be little doubt that in th«

ou numbered us two to one, for the men ol Uie t ^
sio . we had there were so exhausted by
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marching, and their laborious work on tfJ hard
their effective strength had ^n mltria. f^^
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of our breastworks and artillery bin it ih^u s if caP ure

claiui a victory it is of a kmd ',h. tbev o,
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excused from experiencing too frequently. pr"*

Another correspondent gives a somewhU similar ,f.
count of c perations. He says :

Stveial piecea are reported to b« a ».

m n. the eneu y not being ab:e to ^ 7 0Ur

L.te in the day re.nf* cetteuUwlJ,
but they did not reach him in time w»"Cr,ck,

Uarien's po»u.J(J . ci.n-idered impr^gnahls *A
°"d" "" "* t e e.

Hbadquartcks Army op the Potomac
Monday, August 2U.£«e

The reporta published in some of the news-
the Iobmw in the Fifth Corps in the battle. *T?**

. and 91st of the present month re .b - !?* ldtb;
greatly exaggerate the facts. It i, nn. ^ , .® thou"nd
tamed that .hey do not exoee'

' °°W

as stragglers and others s' j,
thirtr e,«^ hundred, and

sick are not all »cc /onted for It °OUJe ,Q'^ 'h°

gregate loss a,, th^ ^ 11 " b#,IeTeJ tb»' «.« ag-

thipt- * ,

1 the"fl .."K'mamenta will not exceed

Z ' fVe, h"ndr8d- The lu" of the Second Corps m
ursc ay * fight will not exceed an aggregate of 61teen

hundred, according to the offlcal statement, and it W
hoped anil bel ved that when all who are now within our

lines report twelve hundred wiil embrace the entire foas.
The rtbels are said to be using the Weldon railroad be¬

low Keauii's Station, and running their supplies thence to
Petersburg around our left by wagon As this requires a

large force for train guards, snd to defend the road against
incursions of ourcsvaIry, it cannot be either a veiy pr< fit«-
ble or pleasant means of communication, without takiug
ioto consideration the loss of t in-* involved.
Arrangements have been made, it ia understood for

burying the rebel dead left on the field of laat Thuraday'a
f»ait;e. The fjot that the enemy did not perf ,rm the f«-
neial rites for their own dead, nor carry off al their
wounded on that occasion, i. pretty palpable evident
tnat, although theydrova back our 8*<*>oi Corp, ther
did not achiave any very complete or crtd t.ble viotorv

To-day nothing of lot.real haa occurred. The usual
cannonading and picket firing waa ra her more hr.ak and
oontinnea th.a evening, hut it 1. witnout any njfi
oonaequence.

' .aui» ot


